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Results f r o m  t h e  l a tes t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  least t e n  members of o u r  
subcommittee (not c o u n t i n g  your  chairman) are w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  term HALV 
(human AIDS-lymphadenopathy v i r u s  or  human AIDS-lymphadenopathy-associated 
v i r u s )  fo r  t h e  A I D S  r e t r o v i r u s .  Another member c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r e f e r  human T cell  
lympho t rop ic  v i r u s - 1 1 1  (HTLV-111) or two o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  mentioned below, 
b u t  is non-committal a b o u t  t h e  a c c e p t i b i l - i t y  o f  HALV; t h e  f i n a l  member (a  s t r o n a  
p roponen t ,  though n o t  t he  p r o p o s e r ,  of HTLV-111) i s  "adamantly opposed" t o  u s e  
o f  HALV on t h e  grounds t h a t  c l i n i c i a n s  are opposed t o  any name t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
term A I D S .  On t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  whether  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  term " a s s o c i a t e d "  i n  t h e  
name HALV, there is no clear t rend  among t h e  t e n  c l e a r l y  w i l l j n g  t o  u s e  HALV--- 
some are for i t ,  some a g a i n s t  i t ,  and  some d o n ' t  care: as a b e l i e v e r  I n  
l i n g u i s t i c  parsimony, I would f a v o r  o m i t t i n g  i t  i f  w e  u l t i m a t e l y  reach agreement  
on HALV. 

While t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a consensus  might  be ach ieved  f o r  a compromise 
name, pe rhaps  HALV or pe rhaps  one o f  t h e  o t h e r  names mentioned,  w e  c l ea rYy  
r e q u i r e  a n o t h e r  round o f  d i s c u s s i o n  before a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e a c h  a f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  
t o  o u r  dilemma, f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w .  

( i)  About h a l f  o f  t h o s e  w i l l i n g  t o  a b i d e  by a d e c i s i o n  t o  u s e  HALV s t i l l  
s t r o n g l y  p r e f e r  a n o t h e r  name; u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  is no u n i f o r m i t y  among t h e  
s t r o n g l y  p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  Thus, one r e sponden t  s t r o n g l y  p r e f e r s  HTLV-I11  
(and a l s o  p r e f e r s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  s t r o n g l y ,  human T ce l l  immunodefjciency v i r u s ,  
HTIV); a n o t h e r  f a v o r s  human lymphadenopathy-AIDS v i r u s  ( H L A V ) :  a t h i r d  f a v o r s  
human immunodeficj ency v i r u s  ( H I D V )  ; a f o u r t h  wants human T cel.1 r e t r o v i  r u s - 3  
(HTRV-3) ;  and a f i f t h  p r e f e r s  AIDS-associated r e t r o v i r u s  ( A R V )  or  human A I D S  
v i r u s  ( H A V ) .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a l l  of t h e s e  s t rong  p r e f e r e n c e s  come from t h o s e  
who proposed them (or something v e r y  s imj la r )  i n  t h e  first s u r v e y .  

(ii) I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t r o n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r e f e r e n c e s  among those w i l l f n g  t o  go 
a l o n g  w i t h  HALV, t h e r e  are a few new s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  d e s e r v e  t o  be a i red ,  even 
though t h e y  have n o t  been pu t  forward a s  s t r o n g  p r e f e r e n c e s .  These j n c l u d e  
human T4 v i r u s  o r  human T4 t r o p i c  v i r u s  (HT4V); human l e n t i v i r u s ,  t y p e  1 (HLV- 
I ) ;  and human T lymphocyte c y t o p a t h i c  v i r u s  (HTLCV).  

(iii) Though no e x p l i c i t  p roposa l  h a s  been p u t  f o r t h  f o r  HTLV-III/LAV, t h e  
h y b r i d  term h a s  been wide ly  used i n  t h e  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a few l e t t e r s  from 
w i t h i n  and o u t s i d e  o u r  membership o f f e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  i t ,  and i t  t h u s  warrants 
direct  r e sponse  from a l l  of o u r  members. 
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( i v )  A le t ter  c i r c u l a t e d  among o u r  membership by Max Essex and a n o t h e r  from B i l l  
H a s e l t i n e  ( e n c l o s e d  w i t h  t h i s  memo) take f i r m  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  HTLV-I11 o r  for  
v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  h y b r i d  name. These le t ters  ra i se  impor t an t  i s s u e s  abou t  t h e  
permanence of names a l r e a d y  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  abou t  c l i n i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of other  
names, and a b o u t  t h e  r i g h t s  of d i s c o v e r e r s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  naming; p r o c e s s :  
I u r g e  a l l  of you t o  c o n s i d e r  these problems c a r e f u l l y  i n  r e spond ing  t o  t h i s  
memo. 

( v )  A few other i s s u e s  have been raised i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o u r  t a s k .  

( a )  One of o u r  members h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  w e  take a wider  s u r v e y  of 
c l i n i c i a n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  A I D S  p a t i e n t s  and t h e  h igh - r i sk  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t o  s e n s e  
t h e i r  concern  a b o u t  names t h a t  i n c l u d e  t h e  term AIDS. Attached t o  t h i s  
memorandum, you w i l l  f i n d  a le t ter  I have s e n t  t o  many c l i n i c j a n s  th roughou t  t h e  
U.S . ;  members from other c o u n t r i e s  may wish  t o  send t h i s  o r  a similar l e t te r  t o  
c l i n i c i a n s  elsewhere. 

( b )  I have been urged  on a l l  sides t o  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  o u r  d e l j b e r a t i o n s  t o  
an  end i n  t h e  v e r y  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  on t h e  grounds  t h a t  any consensus  name s h o u l d  be 
p u b l i c i s e d  soon i f  i t  is  t o  g a i n  g e n e r a l  a c c e p t a n c e .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  I am 
u r g i n g  you t o  r e t u r n  your  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h i s  m a i l i n g  w l t h i n  48 h o u r s ,  u s i n g  high- 
speed mail s e r v i c e s .  

( c )  The work o f  o u r  committee is o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  and I 
have r e c e i v e d  numerous t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  from t h e  p r e s s ,  a t t empt ing  t o  d i s c e r n  
p rema tu re ly  what o u r  recommendations w i l l  be. To a l l o w  u s  t o  work i n  an 
a tmosphere  removed from such  o u t s i d e  p r e s s u r e s ,  I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you d e c l i n e  
t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  press abou t  o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  u n t i l .  t h e y  are 
concluded and t h a t  you c o n s i d e r  t h e  memoranda w e  c i r c u l a t e  t o  be p r i v i l e g e d  
communications.  I have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e i r  c o n t e n t  w i t h  
s c i e n t i f i c  c o l l e a g u e s ,  bu t  t h e y  are c l e a r l y  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  as p u b l i c  
documents. 

( d )  I have found t h e  d e v i c e  of t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  be u s e f u l  f o r  e l i c i t i n g  
f r a n k  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  our c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t a s k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  pe r sona l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  may be affected by these o p i n i o n s .  However, I t h i n k  i t  would be 
h e l p f u l  a t  t h i s  stage fo r  each pe r son  who s t r o n g l y  f a v o r s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  
p o s i t i o n  t o  "speak up", as you would a t  a committee mee t ing ,  w i t h  a w r i t t e n  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  I can  c i r c u l a t e  t o  t h e  membership. T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  avo id  
misunde r s t and ings  of t h e  sor t  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  Rob Gall-0's l e t te r  of' August 12: 
i t  is a fact  t h a t  s i x  of o u r  members were "adamantly opposed" t o  t h e  u s e  of  
HTLV-111 i n  o u r  first po l l  and t h a t  no other  name was so wide ly  opposed, b u t  i t  
is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  degree o f  o p p o s i t i o n  may be s h y  of t o t a l  adamancy among 
these people .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  I would l i k e  t o  have a s t a t e m e n t  of p o s i t l o n ,  as  
w e l l  as  comple t ion  of t h e  p o l l ,  w i t h  t h i s  n e x t  m a i l i n g .  

I would l i k e  t o  make a few g e n e r a l  comments a b o u t  my own p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
nomenclature  q u e s t i o n .  I do n o t  have e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  z e a l  a b o u t  HALV and am 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  impose it upon the  committee o r  t he  wor ld ;  t h e  term 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  r e p r e s e n t ,  to  my mind, a r e a s o n a b l e  compromise, b u t  n o t  one t h a t  is 
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measurably  better t h a n  ( s a y )  human immunodeficiency v i r u s  ( H I D V ) .  If c l j n l c a l  
o p i n i o n  is clear ly  opposed t o  a name l i k e  HALV because  i t  i n c l u d e s  A I D S ,  I would 
be happy to  t u r n  t o  a n o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e ,  such as H I D V ,  t h a t  has d i f f e r e n t  
shor tcomings  (e.g. a lack of s p e c i f i c i t y )  b u t  many v i r t u e s .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  I 
u s e  t h e  new q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  sound t h e  w i l l j n g n e s s  of t h e  committee t o  reach a 
compromise w i t h  names other t h a n  HALV. 

I would a lso l i k e  t o  comment b r i e f l y  a b o u t  t h e  r e c e n t  let ters from s u p p o r t e r s  o f  
HTLV-111; i n  e s s e n c e ,  I remain unpersuaded by t h e i r  arguments .  The c e n t r a l  
s u b s t a n t i v e  i s s u e  remains  t h e  basis of v i r a l  s p e c i a t i o n ;  w h i l e  w e  can  a l l  see 
t h a t  c e r t a i n  p r o p e r t i e s  of t h e  A I D S  r e t r o v i r u s  are common w i t h  those o f  t h e  
human T c e l l  leukemia v i r u s e s ,  t h e  similarities are n e g l i g i b l e  a t  t he  g e n e t i c  
l e v e l .  Even t h e  t r o p i s m  for  T cel ls  has  a d i f f e r e n t  basis ,  i n  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  
h o s t  r e c e p t o r s  are recogn ized  by the  two groups  of v i r u s e s ,  and t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  
t r a n s a c t i v a t i o n  phenomena are mediated by genes  t h a t  are u n r e l a t e d  and a t  
d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n s  i n  the  genomes. Now tha t  we have t h e  power t o  p e r c e j v e  t h e  
r e l a t e d n e s s  of v i r u s e s  a t  t h e  n u c l e o t i d e  l e v e l  and t o  unde r s t and  some of t h e  
e v o l u t i o n a r y  and f u n c t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  I b e l j e v e  it 
would be a mis take  n o t  t o  u s e  these powers as a basis for  species names. The 
p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i s s u e  of whether i t  is t o o  l a t e  t o  change names a l r e a d y  j n  wide  
use  is more d i f f i c u l t  and s u b j e c t  t o  pe r sona l  o p i n i o n .  It seems t o  me t h a t  t h e  
wide  p r e s s  coverage  o f  t h e  A I D S  problem and t h e  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  pa id  t o  A I D S  
by o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  related f i e l d s  w i l l  a s s u r e  d f s s e m i n a t i o n  and 
a d o p t i o n  o f  any r e a s o n a b l e  name we can  agree upon. S u r e l y  t h e  segment of t h e  
p u b l i c  t h a t  pays a t t e n t i o n  t o  such  mat te rs - - -not  t o  ment ion  t h e  s c i e n t i f j c  
community---is aware of t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  and c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  su r round  t h e  naming 
o f  t h e  AIDS v i r u s .  A s t a n d a r d  name, endorsed  by t h e  p r i n c i p a l s ,  w i l l  be greeted 
n o t  w i t h  f u r t h e r  llconsternation...confusion...and unease , "  bu t  i n s t e a d  a s  a s i g n  
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v i r o l o g i c a l  community can  set  as jde d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  
improve communjcation w i t h  each other and t o  r e c o g n l z e  new s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t s .  

D e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s ,  I am fundamenta l ly  committed to  f i n d i n g  a working agreement ;  
for t h i s  r e a s o n ,  I f i n d  I cannot  Ifadamantly oppose" any name, even  those 
o f f e n s i v e  t o  my s c i e n t i f i c  or  aesthetic p r i n c l p l e s ,  i f  a l l  of o u r  members, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  those working a c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  v i r u s e s  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  w i l l  agree t o  
use  it. 


